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This circular 


® presents a statistical picture of the size, 
importance, and variety of California’s 
agriculture 


© compares various segments of agriculture 
and production centers within the state 


® compares various dimensions of the state’s 
farming with those of eleven western 
states as a group (including California, 
but excluding Alaska and Hawaii) and 
those of the United States. 


Basis for comparison includes such re- 
sources as land, characteristics of farms and 
farm population, value and size of produc- 
tion, and utilization. Regions and counties 
within California are compared as to types 
of farming, resources, and most important 
products. 


The time periods covered in this circular 
extend over two five-year postwar periods 
(1948-52 and 1953-57) and the two most 
recent years for which complete statistics 
are available (i959 and 1960). 


Major sources for the figures are official 
federal or state agencies, including those 


listed on page 66. Exact sources for each 
table are indicated by the numbers keyed to 
the table titles. These numbers refer to listed 
“Sources of data” on pages 66-67. 


Changes in definitions in the 1959 Census 
has made strict comparison of data from 
year to year impossible. Data on production, 
value, and utilization are sufficiently com- 
parable to allow valid comparisons. But the 
1959 Census change of the definition of the 
farm has reduced the validity of some com- 
parisons with earlier periods, particularly in 
the tables 3, 4, 5, and 7. The new definition 
tended to reduce the numbers of farms and 
farmers below the level that would have 
been counted had the definition remained 
unchanged. Also, the average farm values 
and sizes registered an increase greater than 
they would have had under the old defini- 
tion. 


The term “not reported” in some tables 
means either that figures were not collected 
because they were relatively unimportant, or 
that they were not released because the pro- 
ducers are so few that a report would have 
revealed an individual producer’s operations. 


“Not available” indicates data not released 
at the time of publication of this circular. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2012 with funding from 
University of California, Davis Libraries 


http://archive.org/details/statistic 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


CACC—County Agricultural Commissioner’s Crop Report. 
CCLRS—California Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. 


ERS—see USERS. 

SRS—see USSRS. 

USAMS—United States Agricultural Marketing Service. 
USARS— United States Agricultural Research Service. 
USBAE— United States Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
USCA—United States Census of Agriculture. 

USDA— United States Department of Agriculture. 


USDC— United States Department of Commerce. 


USERS—United States Economic Research Service. 


USSRS—United States Statistical Reporting Service. 
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HOW THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
WORKS WITH AGRICULTURE 


As one of the nation’s Land-Grant institutions, the University of California 


plays a multiple role in service to agriculture. This involves teaching, 


research, and conveying the facts developed by research to those who may 
put them to good use in the best interest of all the people. 

These activities are combined in the University’s Division of Agricul- 
tural Sciences. This statewide framework includes: 

The College of Agriculture providing instruction in agriculture and re- 
lated sciences on campuses at Berkeley, Davis, Los Angeles, and Riverside. 
The Schools of Forestry and Veterinary Medicine function as separate 
professional schools within the Division but are closely related to the 
College of Agriculture. 

The Agricultural Experiment Station conducting research on the four 
campuses mentioned above as well as on numerous field stations, experi- 
mental areas, and farms throughout the state. Closely allied with the Ex- 
periment Station are the Giannini Foundation of Agricultural Economics 
and the Kearny Foundation of Soil Science. 

The Agricultural Extension Service with 53 offices serving 56 counties 
carrying out the responsibility of “extending” research results to the 
people. The service cooperates with the Experiment Station in local re- 
search on thousands of farms. It also conducts youth educational activities 


through the 4-H Club program. 


